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Garaway Local Schools received a Third Grade 
Guarantee Grant for grades k-3 through the Ohio 
Department of Education.  We shared the grant with 
Strasburg and East Holmes Local Schools.   
 
Our portion of the grant focused on professional 
development for our k-3 teachers in Guided Reading. 
Teachers have attended a series of PD relating to 

Guided Reading.  Several teachers received feedback from our presenter by having 
her visit and observe in their classroom.  Our teachers will also have the opportunity to 
visit other classrooms outside our district who are using Guided Reading and centers 
in their classrooms. 
 
Guided Reading is basically teaching reading in small groups.  At the beginning of the 
year, students are assessed in word knowledge, phonics, fluency and 
comprehension.  Students are placed in groups with similar reading behaviors and 
levels.  The small group allows students to apply reading strategies using a variety of 
texts.  The ultimate goal is for each child to read independently with ease and 
understanding. 
 
Another focus with the grant was purchasing Ipads for the k-3 classrooms to use with 
centers during small group instruction.  There are many educational apps available for 
ipads that allow students to practice math and reading skills independently.  Students 
enjoy using the ipads as they find the apps entertaining even though they are focused 
on academics.   
 
The last focus of the grant include a family literacy day or night.  The four buildings will 
host a literacy activity for the families sometime in the spring.  This will give the 
students a chance to show off their reading skills but also provide ways for parents to 
help the children at home with reading.   
 
The total amount our district received was approximately $47,000.  The grant gave us 
the focus of improving literacy at the k-3 level and has made an impact on all of our 
students at that level.  


